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MinEx is on a mission to align Certificates of Competence
with New Zealand Qualifications Authorityapproved
certificates and diplomas.
At its first meeting yesterday at Road Metals’ quarry in
Rolleston, the new Extractives Industry Training Advisory
Group agreed to its terms of reference, including a move
for industry to a full NZQA qualificationsbased CoC
system.
EITAG chair and the extractives industry health and safety council’s CEO, Wayne
Scott, told Inside Resources today: “It needs someone to drive it. I see this group
doing that.”
Other EITAG members are: Amanda Burke (quarries, Road Metals); Fiona Bartier
(coal, Bathurst Resources); Geoff Guthrie (metalliferous, OceanaGold); Iain Simmons
(tunnellers, McConnell Dowell); and Michael Alsford (the industry training organisation,
MITO).
“They are all people with strong training backgrounds, both in New Zealand and
overseas, including Australia and the UK,” Scott said.
New training programmes
When the NZQA approved the new mining and quarrying New Zealand Certificate and
Diploma qualifications in 2013, there was no set course curriculum developed. That
was largely due to the forthcoming WorkSafe review of CoCs, which would impact on
the unit standards contained in the new programmes.
Meantime the existing National Certificate training programmes are being used by
those wishing to complete the unit standards to meet the qualification requirements for
a CoC.
Scott said the EITAG would provide industry experts to assist MITO develop the new
training programmes. “People have been approached, and they are to be confirmed.”
When developed, the programmes would be submitted to the NZQA for approval.
For Scott, measures of success are industry satisfaction with outcomes of training for
the sector, and greater competency within the sector on workplace health and safety.
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MITO group manager qualifications Michael Alsford said MITO welcomes the formation
of the EITAG. "It is a positive step in ensuring full industry support in training
programme development."
Working with government
WorkSafe and the mine and quarry workers’ union, E Tu, are not members of the
EITAG, but will be kept informed, Scott said. The offer remains open to those
organisations to join.
The EITAG would be a conduit for working through issues around training, whether
raised by industry or government agencies, including the New Zealand Mining Board
of Examiners.
A specific issue is the ongoing review of CoCs, on which MinEx submitted last August.
Scott envisioned a genuine partnership with government, the common ground being
that both industry and government want safer workplaces.
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The EITAG will meet quarterly, or more frequently if needed, and report to the MinEx
Board, and to its members via the MinEx newsletter.
There would also be communication within industry, including with Straterra, and the
Aggregate and Quarrry Association.
WorkSafe
Chief inspector extractives Mark Pizey said WorkSafe through the BoE would maintain
a watching brief on the activities of the EITAG.
“From my perspective, any assistance that the training providers, NZQA, and MITO
can gain in guidance from the industry is extremely valuable.”

“The largest consumer of training would be the quarry sector. It’s important that the
training provision, and the material available addresses that need.”
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