Serious crush injury highlights lack of risk
assessment of plant

The purpose of this Safety Alert is to highlight the risk when not properly assessing plant and equipment,
or providing sufficient training or instruction of workers on equipment being used.

Background

A worker received serious crush injuries when a self-dumping bin full of building rubble tipped forward
onto his leg. The worker was standing in front of the bin when it tipped forward.
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Image 1: The forklift tines were not fully inserted into the bin pockets.

Possible contributing factors

e Limited risk assessments had been conducted on the plant and machinery at the workplace. The bin
was not identified as an item of plant that required a risk assessment;

e The manufacturer’s instructions for the bin were not provided,;
e The worker was not provided training or instruction on the safe use of the bin;
e The forklift tines were not fully inserted into the bin pockets;
e The safe working limit of the bin exceeding the lifting capacity of the forklift;
e The ground was soft due to recent rains;
e The bin was able to tip forward because:
o The forklift tines where clear of the bin’s pivot point;
o The bin was raised off the ground; and
o The bin safety chain was not used.
e The worker was standing in the tipping path of the bin.
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Action required

e Ensure that risk assessments are carried out on all plant and machinery, including attachments,
operated in the workplace to identify, assess and control all hazards to which people are likely to be
exposed to;

e Safe systems of work should be developed and all operators should be trained in the operation of
the plant or equipment they are using;

e Ensure the manufacturer’s instructions are provided with any equipment on-site;
e The bin should be placed on the ground before workers start loading the bin;
e If the bin is elevated on the forklift, the tipping path of the bin should be an exclusion zone for

workers.
. Lle=q| :
Exclusion A
Zone I 9
==1.La K

Figure 1: The tipping path of the bin should be an exclusion zone for workers.

Further information

For further information, please refer to the following:

Codes of Practice

¢ How to manage work health and safety risks

e Managing the risk of plant in the workplace

Guides
e Forklift safety - reducing the risks

Disclaimer

This Safety Alert contains safety information following inquires made by NT WorkSafe about an incident or unsafe practice. The
information contained in this Alert does not necessarily include the outcome of NT WorkSafe’s action with respect to an incident. NT
WorkSafe does not warrant the information in this Alert is complete or up-to-date and does not accept any liability for the information in
this report or as to its use.
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